I WILL BUILD MY CHURCH

Text: Matthew 16:13-20
Reading: Is 22:15-25; 1 Cor 3:10-23
Belgic Confession Article 32
Theme: Jesus promises to build, protect and govern his church through its rulers. 
Purpose: To instruct and encourage you with the knowledge that Jesus is building, protecting and governing his church through her rulers. 


Church buildings come in all shapes and sizes. Some are small and humble wooden buildings; others are large and impressive stone cathedrals. Over the centuries people have put a lot of planning, money and effort into the design and construction of church buildings. 
Once a church building has been constructed church members want to take care of it; they want to protect it against graffiti and vandalism, against fire and theft. 
But church members also want it to be used for worship, for teaching the Bible in Sunday School classes, in catechism, cadets and seminars. They want it to be used for weddings and funerals and a variety of church related activities. All this use takes administration and supervision.

The construction, protection and supervision of the physical church building has parallels with the real church, which is the people of God. In this passage Jesus promises to build his church on the foundation of Peter and his confession about Jesus Christ, he promises to protect his church against the gates of hell, and he promises to govern his church as its leaders exercise the keys of the kingdom.   

Jesus promises to build, protect and govern his church.

Before we take up these three activities of Jesus let’s first consider the context of this passage.

Part way through his ministry Jesus asked his disciples; “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” This is one of the most important questions anyone could ask. It is a question that has been debated and discussed for the last 2000 years: who is Jesus?
 
When Jesus put this question to his disciples they told him about the variety of views people held about who he was.
King Herod had beheaded John the Baptist and some Jews thought Jesus was John come back to life!
Others thought he was Elijah. Through the prophet Malachi God had promised to send “the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes” (Mal 4:5).. Still others thought Jesus was Jeremiah or another one of the prophets. 

People today have varied opinions about Jesus. 
Liberal theologians regard him as an ordinary man who was a great moral teacher. In his book “Tomorrow’s God” Lloyd Geering wrote that he regarded Jesus as “an attractive Jewish teacher who showed some originality, rather than as a divine figure.” 
Muslims also regard Jesus as a good man who performed some miracles but also deny that Jesus was the eternal Son of God. 
Some in our society think Jesus is a heavenly doctor or a search and rescue specialist - someone to call on when they are sick, or when a child goes missing; “Jesus, we need some help here!”

Having heard this variety of answers Jesus asked his disciples directly; “But what about you? Who do you say I am?” (v 15) This brought the question close to home. 

As usual Peter spoke on behalf of the others and replied; “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” (v 16) The disciples believed Jesus was the Messiah, the Anointed One God had promised, the Son of God, God himself!

Jesus asks this question of you; who do you say Jesus is? What do you think of him? What do you believe about him? Do you believe he is the Christ, the Messiah?
Do you believe he is not only a man, but also the eternal Son of God, God’s One and Only Son?

If that is what you believe then you are a Christian, a believer. And as a Christian you need to be part of the church of Jesus and be an active member in it. 

So it is significant that directly after Peter’s great confession Jesus went on to make one of his most remarkable and well-known promises about the church. 
It is all the more striking because the word ‘church’ is only used three times in the gospels and only by Matthew; once here and twice in chapter 18.  

1. Jesus promised to BUILD HIS CHURCH

a. Often when we talk about the church we describe it as our church or my church. That is not strictly correct. It is not my church or your church or even our church; it is the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is his church. The English word for church comes from the Greek word kuriakon which means “belonging to the Lord.” The church belongs to him and he is building it. 

If we keep this in mind it will keep us from being discouraged when the church is struggling; Jesus has promised to build his church and he will!

But this truth will also keep us humble when the church is growing and doing well; this growth is his work. Psalm 127 says, “Unless the Lord builds the house its builder’s labor in vain.” 

b. Jesus promised to build his church on a solid foundation; “I tell you that you are Peter and on this rock I will build my church.”

This is a controversial passage in the history of the church. Roman Catholics claim that their church was built on St Peter and that his authority has been passed on from one pope to another in an unbroken line of succession. But that is a wrong interpretation of this statement. 

The word Peter in Greek means rock. Jesus said; You are Petros and on this Petra I will build my church; you are a rock and on this rock I will build my church. 
Peter had just made this wonderful confession about Jesus; “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” Jesus would build his church on Peter, and the other apostles, and on the truth about Jesus that Peter had expressed. 

That is exactly what Paul wrote in Eph 2:20; the church “is built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.” 
And in 1 Cor 3:11 he wrote about the church; “No one can lay any other foundation than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 
We express that in the hymn; “The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord.”

The words of Jesus are very reassuring. He is both the foundation and the builder of the church. It is his church and he has promised to build it.

2. Jesus promised to PROTECT HIS CHURCH
“…and the gates of hades will not overcome it.”

a. “The gates of Hades” or “the gates of hell” refer to the forces of Satan. Jesus knew they would attack the church. 

i. That attack would come from outside the church. We see that going on today. 
There is the attack of direct persecution that is going on in many Muslim countries. 
There is the attack of a secular society where God is ignored. 
There is the attack of relativism where God’s standards have been laid aside as outdated and irrelevant.
There is the attack of evolution which teaches that the universe is governed by fate and chance rather than by an almighty and all wise Creator God.

We all face these attacks on our faith, but that is especially true of those of you who are studying in state schools or at university or  polytech. 

Satan is seeking to destroy Christians and the church. Be on your guard. Read the Scriptures. Watch and pray. Attend church faithfully. Keep up with your Christian friends. Maintain your faith. 

ii. But this attack from Satan will even come from inside the church. 
Satan will seek to destroy the church by error, heresy, and false teaching. (cf Acts 20:30)
He also seeks to divide the church by gossip and slander, by cliques and groups. 
We need to guard against those sins in our own church and work and pray for unity and peace in our congregation. 

b. We can be confident because Jesus has promised that the church will be victorious – “the gates of hades will not overcome it.”

There have been times when the true church of Christ has seemed very weak and small and almost overwhelmed by the attack of Satan.
In the 4th century the church was almost overtaken by the Arian heresy which taught that Jesus was not the eternal Son of God but the first being God created.
In the Middle ages it was in the deep darkness of the superstition and false teaching of the Roman Catholic church.
In 18th century England the Christian faith was on the back foot in a society that was godless and immoral. 

In each of these times God preserved his church and raised up men and women to defend the faith and to proclaim the Scriptures.
In the 4th century he raised up Athanasius and Augustine to defend the doctrine of the trinity and the full divinity of Christ.
In the Middle Ages he raised up John Hus and John Wycliff and then Luther and Calvin and Zwingli. 
And in 18th century England he raised up two great evangelists, George Whitfield and John Wesley. 

Today too Jesus is protecting his church against the attacks of Satan, both from outside and inside the church. By his death and resurrection Jesus has overcome the world and Satan (John 16:33).. We can take heart because Jesus has, and is, and will, preserve his church and keep her safe.

We can even go on the offensive!
“Onward Christian soldiers, marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus, going on before;
Christ the royal Master, leads against the foe;
Forward into battle see his banners go.”

Jesus has promised to build his church on a solid foundation and to keep us safe against the attacks of Satan, and thirdly,

3. Jesus has promised TO GOVERN HIS CHURCH

Verse 19, “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”
When Jesus said, “I will give you…” he was referring to Peter and the other disciples, who became the apostles of the church. 
Those apostles died but this authority was passed on to the whole church and especially to the elders.

Jesus promised to give them the “keys of the kingdom”. We use keys to open and close doors; to unlock a door and to lock it. 
The keys of the kingdom are used to open the door into the kingdom of God and also to close people out of it. 

In the church this takes place through both preaching and discipline. 

Preaching is a key that opens the door of the kingdom by proclaiming that all who believe this good news about Jesus may enter in and have eternal life.
It announces that if you believe in the saving death of Jesus on the cross you will be loosed from the burden and guilt of your sin!

But preaching also closes the door when people harden their hearts to this message and refuse to believe in Jesus. The preaching of God’s Word declares that if you refuse this message you remain bound in your sin and a slave to Satan. 

The discipline of the church also opens and closes the door into the kingdom of God. 
In excommunication the elders of the church declare that a person is outside of the communion of the church and the kingdom of God because of false doctrine and/or a disobedient life.
If that person repents then the elders declare that the door of the church and kingdom is open to him again. 

Article 32 of the Belgic Confession mentions the discipline of the church which is required to “keep all in obedience to God”. That is the purpose of the rebuke, admonition and discipline of the church – that we may not drift away from our faith and hope in Christ alone and that we may not wander from the narrow path that leads to life. 

There is great encouragement in this passage and in these promises of the Lord Jesus.
He has promised to build his church and we are thankful that we can see him doing that here and in churches throughout the world.
He has promised to protect his church and he has been doing that all through history and is still doing so today.
And he promises to govern his church and he does that through the elders of the church whom he has appointed as shepherds of his flock, of which he is the Chief Shepherd. 

We express this confidence in Christ when we sing,

“Crowns and thrones may perish
kingdoms rise and wane,
But the church of Jesus,
constant will remain.
Gates of hell can never,
‘gainst that church prevail,
We have Christ’s own promise,
and that cannot fail. Onward Christian Soldiers,
Marching as to war, with the cross of Jesus 
going on before.”	

Amen

